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Death certification  

õ A final service to your patient  
÷ Legal establishment of death 

÷ It provides complete 
information for the family 
and others who use the 
death certificate 

÷ Benefits may depend on the 
D.C. 

 
õ A service to your community  

÷ The quality of our mortality 
databases depends on it 

÷ An accurate death certificate is 
of great potential use for 
research, statistics, public health 
decision making and policy 
setting, and law-making  

 



Why you have to certify 

õ FS 382.008 
õ A death certificate with a 

medical cause of death shall  be 
filed and made available to a 
funeral home director  within 72 
hours upon receipt of a death 
certificate from a funeral home  

õ Specifically, why me? 
õ ɁȱÈɯ×ÏàÚÐÊÐÈÕɯÞÏÖɯÛÙÌÈÛÌËɯÛÏÌɯ

decedent through examination, 
medical advice, or medication 
during the 12 months preceding 
ÛÏÌɯËÈÛÌɯÖÍɯËÌÈÛÏȭɂ 
÷ Includes ED physicians 
÷ Includes cross covering 

physicians 
÷ Includes consulting 

physicians 
 

Ȱ! ÄÅÁÔÈ ÃÅÒÔÉÆÉÃÁÔÅ ÉÓÎȭÔ ÌÉËÅ Á ÄÅÇÒÅÅ ÆÒÏÍ 53#ȣ 
ÉÔ ÁÃÔÕÁÌÌÙ ÍÅÁÎÓ ÓÏÍÅÔÈÉÎÇȱ ɀJohn Oliver 



õ Yes 

õ Florida Administrative code chapter 
62B8-8.001(2)(g) 

÷ Administrative fines from $1,000 -
10,000 

õ FS 382.026(8) 

÷ Misdemeanor criminal charge  

÷ Fine of up to $1000 per day of 
delinquency  

õ Families may file complaints with 
State Medical Board 

Are there consequences for not 
completing a death certificate? 



õ Autopsy Service death certificate review  

õ 12 month period  

õ 590 certificates reviewed 

÷ 88 amended 

÷ 41 missing COD 

÷ 7 had inaccurate COD 


